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Dear Parents or Guardians,
Welcome to Seahorses Class 2026–27
I hope you have all had a lovely summer holiday!
I'm Miss Helen Winnington and I am the class teacher. I am joined by Miss Evie Cairns, who is with us Monday to Friday, Miss Stanton on Monday mornings and Mrs Alison Tisshaw from Tuesday to Friday. Miss Stanton and Mrs Witley also support the class at other times during the week.
We are really looking forward to getting to know your children and helping them settle happily into school.

Morning routine
The EYFS (Early Years Foundation Stage) door will be open from 8.30am-8.45am in the mornings where you can drop your child off. A member of staff will at the door to welcome the children.  

For the first couple of weeks, parents and carers are welcome to bring their child into the cloakroom to help them settle. 

Lunchtimes 
The children are provided with a free lunch, provided by our caterers, Aspens.  Please contact the school office if you require a copy of the menu. 

What your child needs to bring in daily
 
Please bring:
· a named water bottle, containing water only (no squash or juice in line with school policy)
· their book bag, containing their reading record, school reading book and orange word book
· a suitable coat, as we spend lots of time learning outside and the weather can be changeable.
Clothing
Please ensure that all clothing and belongings are clearly named.
The school provides a sun hat for hot weather and all-in-one waterproofs for outdoor learning in wet weather.
Please also provide:
· a pair of named wellies to remain at school (so children can use the grass/mud in all weathers)
· a small bag of spare clothes to keep on your child's peg in case they are needed.

PE

Our PE day is Tuesday.
Children should come to school wearing their school PE kit for the whole day. Please make sure all items of PE clothing are named.
Home time
Please ensure that we know who will usually be collecting your child. If somebody different is collecting them, please let us or the school office know in advance.
Class Dojo
We communicate key messages, reminders and information with parents through Class Dojo.  If you have not yet joined our class on Dojo, please let me know.

Family and Pet wall 
Please send in a photo of your Family/ Pets via Class Dojo, as we love to display photos around the classroom to remind us of home.

Our Learning  
During the first half-term our theme is: ‘All about me’.   

After October Half-Term our theme is: ‘Celebrations.’



Homework 
Reading
Your child will bring home a reading book matched to their current reading level, together with a reading record.
Please try to read with your child at least five times each week and record this in their reading record. This can include their school reading book as well as other books you enjoy together at home.
Please make sure that the school reading book and reading record are brought into school every day.
Reading books will normally be changed on Fridays, provided they have been read at home.
Our reading challenge: 
Please read 5 times a week and record in the reading record for a sticker (on Fridays). It can be any book (but please ensure you read the school reading book sent home from school as part of this). When your child has collected 10 stickers, they will receive a book prize!
Reading together does not always have to mean a school reading book. Bedtime stories, favourite picture books, signs, labels and words you notice when you are out and about all provide valuable opportunities for developing a love of reading.

Phonics 
We follow the Phonics Scheme ‘Little Wandle’.  I will send home via Class Dojo the letter sounds we are learning this half term for you to practise saying and writing at home.  

Writing
Please practise holding a pencil correctly and writing your name.
Fine motor activities to support pencil grip and strength- squeezing/rolling playdough, threading beads, lego, picking up small objects with pincer grip, picking up ie cheerios with pincer grip, practise using scissors.

Number

During this half-term, you can support your child by practising:
· recognising numbers from 0–5
· counting objects accurately to 5
· finding different ways of making 5, for example 4 and 1 or 3 and 2.
Most importantly, please talk, play, read and explore together. These everyday experiences make a huge contribution to children's learning.
If you have any questions or concerns, please come and speak to us. We are looking forward to a happy and exciting year together.
Yours sincerely,

Miss H Winnington
EYFS Teacher


Autumn 1 Curriculum
Phonics
We will begin our daily phonics lessons on Monday 14 September. Information about the sounds we are learning will also be shared with families.
· Week beginning 14 September: s, a, t, p
· Week beginning 21 September: i, n, m, d
· Week beginning 28 September: g, o, c, k — Tricky word: is
· Week beginning 5 October: ck, e, u, r — Tricky word: I
· Week beginning 12 October: h, b, f, l — Tricky word: the
· Week beginning 19 October: Assessment
Literacy
We will explore a range of high-quality texts, including:
· Where the Wild Things Are
· Bringing the Rain to Kapiti Plain
· I Am Henry Finch
· Halibut Jackson
Maths
We will explore:
· numbers from 0–5
· circles and triangles
· shapes with four sides.
Communication and Language
Children will develop their listening skills and learn to follow instructions.
Personal, Social and Emotional Development
We will learn about:
· sharing
· taking turns
· recognising and talking about different feelings.
Understanding the World
We will explore:
· families and friendships
· autumn
· changes in our lives and the world around us.
Expressive Arts and Design
Children will explore:
· colours and colour mixing
· imaginative play
· using stories and narratives in their play (role play).
Physical Development
We will explore different ways of moving and learn how to use space safely.  
Children will also develop their fine motor skills, including learning to use scissors safely and correctly and developing their pencil grip and control.
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